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CHAIRMAN 

COMMISSIONER 

COMMISSIONER 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) DOCKET NO. W-O1445A-00-0440 
OF ARIZONA WATER COMPANY, FOR 
NOTICE OF CHANGES TO TARIFF 1 
NO. CM-257 ) 

1 

DECISION NO. b213 9 
ORDER 

) 

Open Meeting 
July 18 and 19,2000 
Phoenix, Arizona 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Arizona Water Company (“AWC”) is an Arizona corporation engaged in the 

business of providing water utility service pursuant to Certificates of Convenience and Necessity 

granted by this Commission. 

2. On June 23, 2000, AWC filed an application to discontinue its Apache Junction 

Coin Machine Service. Tariff CM-257 was approved in Decision No. 58120, dated 

December 22, 1992. 

3. The Apache Junction Coin Machine was installed in the 1960’s. At that time, the 

area was considered remote and undeveloped. 

4. The area where the Coin Machine is located has become urbanized with 

residential developments and a mental health facility. 

5 .  The presence of the Coin Machine in the area is creating a nuisance to the 

neighborhood. AWC has received complaints (Exhibit 1) resulting fiom the litter, loud noise, 

foul language, loud radios and engines running, at night time, while customers wait to fill up 

water tanks. It may has also created a safety hazard for the neighbors because the water tank 

trailers block the view of on-coming traffic when residents leave their driveways. 
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6.  AWC provided the locations of two, more modern, alternative facilities where thi! 

type of service is available in the area. 

7. As a result of this filing, Staff has received ten (10) telephone calls, nine (9: 

opposing the closure. In addition a letter requesting a hearing be held in this matter was received. 

8. Some of the reasons stated by those oppose to the closure are as follows: 

a. The alternative facilities in Apache Junction and the City of Mesa dispense 
water in blocks of 1,000 gallons (Key System). Most water hauler tanks can 
only hold 300 to 500 gallons. Consequently, the excess is wasted and 
discharged into the ground. 

b. The cost to obtain permanent water service is approximately $15,000, thus, 
unaffordable. 

c. The City of Apache Junction water system is contaminated with E-coli and 
would not drink it. 

d. The ideal solution would be to relocate the Coin Machine to another sight; 
however, the City of Apache Junction is not cooperating with the relocation 
effort. 

9. 

10. 

The closure of the Coin Machine is scheduled for July 23,2000. 

Staff is concerned with the closure of this facility and needs additional time to 

explore other possible solutions and schedule a hearing if necessary. 

1 1 .  Staff, respectfully requests that the Commission suspend this tariff filing for a 

period of one hundred and twenty (1 20) days, through and including November 16,2000. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. Arizona Water Company, is an Arizona public service corporation within the 

meaning of Article XV, Section 2, of the Arizona Constitution. 

2. 

this Application. 

The Commission has jurisdiction over the Company and of the subject matter in 

3. The Commission, having reviewed the application and Staffs Memorandum 

dated July 10, 2000, concludes that this application should suspended for a period of one 

hundred and twenty (1 20) days. 

. . .  
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Company’s application for adjustment to the 

PPAM rates for its fifteen water systems be suspended for a period of one hundred twenty (120) 

days, through and including November 16,2000. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shall become effective immediately. 

BY ORDER OF THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, BRIAN C. McNEIL, 
Executive Secretary of the Arizona Corporation 
Commission, have hereunto, set my hand and caused the 
oficial seal of this 
in the City of Phoenix, 

5igLGL- B ANC. cNEIL 
Executive Secretary / / 

DISSENT: 

DRS :CMF:lhh 
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